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INFORM CONSULS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS. RH 

SUBJECT: BYRD AMENDMENT 

1. CURRENT EFFORT TO REPEAL BYRD AMENDMENT WAS DEFEATED 
IN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES YESTERDAY BY VOTE OF 209 
AGAINST REPEAL TO 187 IN FAVOR. 

2. POSTS MAY DRAW ON FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE AS NEEDED: 

QUESTION: ANY COMMENT ON THE DEFEAT BY THE HOUSE YESTER- 
DAY OF THE BILL TO REPEAL THE BYRD AMENDMENT (WHICH PER- 
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UN SANCTIONS AGAINST RHODESIA). 

ANSWER: WE REGRET THAT THE BILL WAS NOT PASSED. WE CON- 
TINUE TO BELIEVE THAT THE NATIONAL INTERESTS OF THE UNITED 
STATES WOULD HAVE BEEN SERVED BY ITS PASSAGE. WE ARE GRATE 
FUL THAT THE SENATE AND SO MANY MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE (THE 
LARGEST NUMBER EVER) AGREED WITH THIS VIEW. (IN 1972. 154 
CONGRESSMEN SUPPORTED REPEAL. THIS YEAR THE COUNT WAS 187) 

QUESTION: IS THE ADMINISTRATION GOING TO TRY AGAIN THIS 
YEAR? 

ANSWER: AS YOU KNOW, THE ADMINISTRATION HAS CONSISTENTLY 
SUPPORTED REPEAL AND ITS POSITION HAS NOT BEEN CHANGED 
BY YESTERDAY'S VOTE. 

IT IS TOO EARLY TO SPECULATE, HOWEVER, ON THE NEXT STEPS. 
KISSINGER 
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